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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: CONTACT GROUP MEETING AUGUST 1 

1 . A MEETING OF THE CONTACT GROUP PM AUGUST 1 PROVIDED 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON TWO PRIMARY 
TOPICS: THE QUESTION OF THE ROLE OF THE FIVE PRIOR TO AND 
DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD; AND THE ADVISABILITY OF 
APPROACHES TO SOUTH AFRICA AND SWAPO URGING VERBAL AND 
MILITARY RESTRAINT AND SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON A 
NUMBER OF INACCURATE STATEMENTS MADE RECENTLY BY BOTH 
PARTIES. (OUR CONCERNS MIGHT ALSO BE EXPRESSED TO THE 
FRONTLINE.) 

2. REGARDING THE FUTURE ROLE OF THE FIVE, THE GROUP 
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AGREED THAT PRIOR TO THE START OF THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 
THE FIVE'S ROLE SHOULD ESSENTIALLY BE AN EXTENSION OF 
OUR EFFORT TO REALIZE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROPOSAL. 

THIS REQUIRES INFORMAL CONTACT WITH SPECIAL REPRESENTA- 
TIVE AHTISAARI TO ENSURE THAT HIS REPORT IS TRUE TO THE 
PROPOSAL AND THAT HE IS NOT LEFT AT THE MERCY OF EITHER 
SOUTH AFRICA OR SWAPO - BOTH OF WHOM WILL BE WORKING TO 
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MAKE UP FOR CONCESSIONS MADE IN THE PROPOSAL. AHTISAARI 
IS RECEPTIVE TO SUCH INFORMAL CONTACT IN NEW YORK. 
AMBASSADOR MCHENRY HAS MET WITH HIM ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 
SINCE THE UN PLANNING BEGAN, AND AHTISAARI HAS REQUESTED 
A MEETING WITH THE CONTACT GROUP ON THURSDAY. AUGUST 3. 

3. AHTISAARI IS SENSITIVE, HOWEVER, ABOUT ANY FORMAL 
LINKAGE OF THE FIVE WITH THIS PLANNING OR UPCOMING SURVEY 
MISSION. HE HAS OPPOSED ANY POLITICAL REPRESENTATION OF 
THE FIVE ON THE SURVEY TEAM (MUCH TO THE ANNOYANCE OF THE 
GERMANS), AND THE OTHERS OF THE FIVE STRONGLY SUPPORT HIM 
ON THIS POINT. AHTISAARI'S DESIRE TO AVOID ANY FORMAL 
LINKAGE OF THE FIVE WITH HIS PLANNING HAS CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE CONTACT GROUP'S UNANIMOUS CONCERN (DISCUSSED FURTHER 
BELOW) WITH THEIR CAPITALS' DESIRE TO PURSUE RAPIDLY THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF LIAISON OFFICES IN WINDHOEK. THE GROUP 
BELIEVES THAT THE PRESENCE OF SUCH OFFICES IN WINDHOEK, 

WHILE THE SURVEY MISSION IS THERE, MIGHT CREATE AN UNHELP- 
FUL IMPRESSION OF INVOLVEMENT OF THE FIVE IN THE SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE'S REPORT. MOREOVER, THERE IS THE PROBLEM 
OF THE LEGAL BASIS FOR OUR PRESENCE IN NAMIBIA DURING THE 
TRANSITION. WE WOULD NOT WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE SOUTH 
AFRICAN LEGAL AUTHORITY. 

4. IN THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD ITSELF THE CONTACT GROUP 
BELIEVES THAT THE ROLE OF THE FIVE SHOULD LESSEN, AS THE 
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OPERATION WILL THEN BE IN THE UN'S HANDS. THERE WILL 
CLEARLY BE A NEED TO KEEP PERIODIC TRACK OF THE UN, AND 
THE FIVE WILL NO DOUBT WANT TO BE ACCESSIBLE IN THE EVENT 
THAT TROUBLESHOOTING IS REQUIRED. HOWEVER, THE GROUP IS 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF FIVE LIAISON OFFICES IN 
WINDHOEK. THE CONCERN STEMS FROM A BELIEF THAT SUCH A 
PRESENCE WILL ENCOURAGE THE USE OF THE FIVE AS AN APPEAL 
BODY AND WILL THUS INHIBIT THE CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE AND THE ADMINISTRATOR 
GENERAL ENVISIONED IN THE PROPOSAL. IN ADDITION, THE 
GROUP BELIEVES THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LIAISON 
OFFICES WILL BE CONSIDERABLY EASIER THAN THEIR CLOSING AND 
SUSPECTS THAT THIS COULD BE PROBLEMATIC IF THERE WERE A 
DISRUPTION OF THE INDEPENDENCE PROCESS. 

5. ON A SEPARATE TOPIC, THE CONTACT GROUP CONSIDERED THE 
ADVISABILITY OF APPROACHES TO SOUTH AFRICA AND SWAPO FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF: (A) URGING RESTRAINT IN BOTH WORDS AND 
ACTION (CONTINUED VIOLENCE IN THE CURRENT PERIOD PRIOR TO 
THE CEASEFIRE COULD UNDERMINE ALL THAT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED); 
AND (B) TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON A NUMBER OF POINTS 
MADE RECENTLY BY SOUTH AFRICA AND SWAPO. THE GROUP 
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BELIEVES THAT THERE IS A DANGER IN LETTING AN INACCURATE 
RECORD STAND UNCORRECTED. AT THE SAME TIME THERE IS 
PERHAPS A GREATER DANGER THAT IN SETTING THE RECORD 
STRAIGHT TEMPERS WILL BE RAISED RATHER THAN COOLED. THE 
GROUP THEREFORE IS INCLINED TO HOLD OFF ANY APPROACHES 
UNTIL WE SEE HOW THE NEXT FEW DAYS PROGRESS AND HOW 
AHTISAARI'S WORK PROCEEDS. THE EXTENT TO WHICH AHTISAARI 
CONFINES HIS PRESENT PLANNING PURELY TO THE MECHANICS 
OF IMPLEMENTING THE PROPOSAL (AS OPPOSED TO EXAMINING ANY 
SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES AS THE SOUTH AFRICANS AND SWAPO SEEM 
TO WISH) MAY AFFECT THE NEED TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. 

YOUNG 
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